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Institutional Profile: Thiagarajar College of Engineering

(TNEA Code 5008)

1. Identity and Institutional Profile

In the landscape of Tamil Nadu Engineering Admissions (TNEA), a college’s formal identity
and regulatory standing are the primary indicators of long-term stability. For families
navigating the counseling process, the TNEA code (5008) serves as the essential identifier.

Furthermore, the "Government-Aided" status is a significant value proposition; it combines
the rigorous oversight and lower fee structures of state-supported institutions with the
academic flexibility of an "Autonomous" curriculum. This dual identity ensures that the

institution remains both affordable and industry-aligned.

Field

Details

Full Name

Thiagarajar College of Engineering

Popular Name

Thiagarajar College of Engineering, Madurai (TCE)

TNEA Code

5008

Institution Type

Government-Aided Autonomous Engineering College

City

Madurai

Year Established

1957

Affiliated University

Anna University, Chennai

Regulatory Approvals

AICTE Approved; Council of Architecture (Architecture programs)

Admission Route

TNEA (Tamil Nadu Engineering Admissions)

Gender Profile

Co-educational

This formal standing is the result of a multi-decade evolution that began with a visionary

foundation in the post-independence era.

2. Founding and Institutional Heritage

An institution’s founding legacy and its historical stability are critical metrics for regional

reputation. A history spanning nearly seven decades indicates institutional maturity, often

resulting in a vast and influential alumni network that directly benefits current graduates.

Thiagarajar College of Engineering was established in 1957 by the industrialist and

philanthropist Shri Karumuttu Thiagarajan Chettiar, managed by the Kalaithanthai Karumuttu
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Thiagaraja Chettiar Memorial Charitable Trust. The institution’s growth reflects the industrial
evolution of India. While established in 1957, it introduced the foundational core branches—
Civil, Mechanical, and Electrical Engineering—in 1958. As technology pivoted toward the
digital age, the college expanded into Electronics and Communication in 1978 and Computer
Science in 1984.

A critical milestone occurred in 1987 when the college was granted Autonomous status. This
allowed the institution to move beyond standard university templates and innovate its own
pedagogical methods. Today, this historical growth supports a highly regulated yet
academically agile environment.

3. NAAC Accreditation Status

NAAC grades serve as the most reliable objective benchmark for parents to evaluate the
internal quality of an institution's teaching, infrastructure, and governance. A high grade is a
verification of the college’s commitment to academic standards.

Thiagarajar College of Engineering currently holds a prestigious A++ Grade from its NAAC
Cycle 2 accreditation, achieved in 2024. The college secured a Cumulative Grade Point
Average (CGPA) of 3.56 out of 4.00. This accreditation is currently valid for the 2026
admissions cycle, signaling that the institution operates at the highest tier of quality
benchmarks in India. These quality indicators are further validated by consistent performance
in national ranking frameworks.

4. National and International Rankings

The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF) provides a data-driven validation of
performance compared to peers nationwide. For a TNEA aspirant, these rankings separate
elite institutions from the broader field.

NIRF Engineering Rankings

Year Rank Band
2024 101150
2025 101150

Additional Rankings

Ranking Body / Category Year Rank /Band
NIRF Architecture & Planning 2024 25th

NIRF Architecture & Planning 2025 33rd

Times Higher Education (THE) Global 2024 1201-1500
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Consultant Insight: Maintaining a position in the 101-150 rank band in Engineeringis a
significant achievement. In a nation with thousands of engineering colleges, this placement
confirms TCE's status as an elite institution. Furthermore, the specialized strength in
Architecture (consistently in the top 35) underscores the college's multidisciplinary
excellence.

5. Undergraduate Engineering Programs (TNEA 2026)

Choosing a branch requires balancing "evergreen" core engineering disciplines with "new-
age" specializations. TCE’s portfolio is designed to cater to both traditional industrial sectors
and the evolving digital economy.

The following B.E. and B.Tech programs are offered under TNEA Code 5008:
e Civil Engineering (CE)
e Mechanical Engineering (ME)
o Electrical and Electronics Engineering (EE)
e Electronics and Communication Engineering (EC)
e Computer Science and Engineering (CS)
e Information Technology (IT)
e Mechatronics Engineering (MC) - New-age branch
e Computer Science and Business Systems (CB) — New-age branch

The introduction of Mechatronics (MC) and Computer Science and Business Systems (CB)
reflects the college’s focus on interdisciplinary technical skills. The academic delivery of
these programs is supported by a highly qualified and stable faculty base.

6. Faculty Profile

There is a direct correlation between the density of PhD-qualified faculty and the quality of
academic mentorship. High-level qualifications usually translate to better classroom delivery
and stronger support for student projects.

Based on NIRF 2024 data, TCE employs a dedicated team of 213 faculty members. A very
high proportion of the regular faculty hold PhDs, ensuring that students are taught by experts
who contribute to their respective fields of research. This intellectual depth fosters an
environment that moves beyond rote learning into practical application, supported by the
college's physical infrastructure.

7. Campus Infrastructure and Residential Facilities
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A robust physical environment is essential for holistic student development. On-campus
housing facilitates a collaborative culture and allows students to maximize their time in labs
and seminars.

The TCE campus spans 143 acres in Madurai, providing a sprawling environment for
academic and co-curricular pursuits. Key residential and academic facilities include:

e Hostels: Dedicated TCE Men’s Hostel and TCE Ladies Hostel.

e Infrastructure: An indoor stadium, open-air auditorium, and the KS and KM seminar
halls.

o Laboratories: Specialized departmental laboratories equipped for modern technical
training.

For students not residing on campus, the college maintains a high level of accessibility
through localized transport hubs and city-wide bus connectivity, specifically serving the
Thiruparankundram area.

8. Transport and Connectivity

Logistical ease is a vital consideration for day scholars and visiting parents. Reliable
connectivity ensures that a student’s focus remains on academic performance rather than a
difficult commute.

The college is located in Thiruparankundram, on the outskirts of Madurai. It is efficiently
served by city bus connectivity with dedicated stops for the institution. For regional and
national travelers, Madurai Junction is the nearest major railhead, ensuring the campus is
easily reachable from across the state. This logistical accessibility is paired with financial
support systems to ensure equitable access.

9. Scholarships and Financial Access

State and institutional financial aid programs are essential for ensuring that high-quality
engineering education remains accessible to all meritorious students, regardless of
economic background.

Eligible students at TCE can access several financial aid streams:
e TN Social Justice Scholarships: Targeted at SC/ST, BC, MBC, and DNC categories.

e National Scholarships: Central government schemes available via the national
portal.

e Institutional & Alumni Initiatives: Merit-cum-means scholarships supported by the
college’s active alumni base.

These support structures facilitate the strong career outcomes and placements that define
the institution’s success.
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10. Placement Performance and Career Outcomes

Analyzing a college’s "Return on Investment" (ROI) requires looking at both self-reported
highlights and verified longitudinal data.

2024-25 Placement Data (Self-Reported)
o Highest Package: 28 LPA
o Average Package: 7.25 LPA
NIRF-Verified Outcomes (Batch Graduating 2022-23)
e Median Salary: 6.51 LPA
o Students Placed: 693
e Students Opting for Higher Studies: 51

Consultant Insight: While self-reported "highest packages" and "averages" are useful for
marketing, the NIRF-verified Median Salary of 6.51 LPA provides a more grounded
expectation for the middle-of-the-pack student. The fact that nearly 700 students were
placed while 51 pursued higher studies indicates a healthy balance between immediate
employment and academic aspiration.

Recruiters include: KLA Tencor, HPE Aruba, Caterpillar, Contentstack, and Texas Instruments.
Note: Placement figures for the current season are self-reported by the institution.

11. Research and Innovation Ecosystem

An institution’s industry relevance is signaled by its ability to attract consultancy projects and
research funding. This activity ensures that the faculty are solving real-world problems.

Between 2020 and 2023, the institution demonstrated consistent research output:
e Research Funding: ~0.96 crore to 1.36 crore annually.
e Consultancy Income: ~0.99 crore to 1.31 crore annually.

Consultant Insight: The fact that consultancy income almost exactly matches research
funding is a strong signal of industry trust. It indicates that the faculty are not just engaged in
theoretical work but are actively providing solutions to industrial partners. This ecosystem is
further supported by the Technology Business Incubator (TBI) and a record of 6 patents
published and 4 granted in 2022.

12. Institutional Achievements and Distinctions

External awards and certifications provide a necessary layer of verification for institutional
claims, offering confidence to prospective applicants.
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The primary distinctions held by Thiagarajar College of Engineering include its NAAC A++ re-
accreditation (2024) and its persistent presence in the NIRF Top 150 for Engineering and Top
35 for Architecture. These accolades are not merely awards but are reflections of a long-term
commitment to academic rigor and institutional excellence.

Information sourced from the college's official website, TNEA portal, and government data
sources as available at time of preparation. Details may change — verify with official portals
and the college website before making admission decisions. Explore more engineering
colleges at profsam.com — your trusted guide for 12th to engineering admissions. Article
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