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Mount Zion College of Engineering and Technology: TNEA
2026 Institutional Profile

1. IDENTITY AND CORE CLASSIFICATION

For students navigating the Tamil Nadu Engineering Admissions (TNEA) 2026 cycle, the TNEA
code is the primary identifier used to ensure accurate choice-filling. As a religious minority
(Christian) self-financing institution affiliated with Anna University, Mount Zion College of
Engineering and Technology (MZCET) operates under a specific regulatory framework that
governs its seat allocation and academic delivery. Its location in Pudukkottai marks it as a
significant regional provider of technical education.

Field Details

Full Name Mount Zion College of Engineering and Technology

Short Name MZCET

TNEA Code 3908

Institution Type Self-Financing

City/District Pudukkottai

Year Established 2001

Affiliated University |Anna University, Chennai

Admission Route TNEA (Government Quota: 65% / Management Quota: 35%)
Gender Profile Co-educational

The "So What?" Factor: Accurate use of TNEA code 3908 is critical during the choice-filling
stage to avoid identity confusion. Candidates must distinguish this institution from other
"Mount Zion" entities or Christian-minority colleges located in different districts. Selecting the
wrong code can result in a seat allocation at an unintended campus, a mistake that is often
difficult to rectify once the counseling round concludes.

2. FOUNDING AND HERITAGE

Educational trusts in underserved districts like Pudukkottai provide a metric of institutional
stability where industrial presence is limited. The Mount Zion Christian Educational Trust,
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established in 1988, followed a trajectory of educational expansion, starting with secondary
schooling before moving into technical tertiary education.

The college was established on August 6, 2001, by Mrs. Florence Jayabarathan and the late
Mr. Jayabarathan Chelliah. The institution’s operational mission focuses on student
competency development for job readiness and the implementation of sustainable, eco-
friendly campus practices. The transition from a 1980s-era school trust to an engineering
college indicates a long-term management presence in the regional educational sector.

The "So What?" Factor: For the 2026 applicant, this 35-year history of the Trust suggests a
level of administrative maturity and financial stability. This pedigree is a significant indicator
that the institution has successfully navigated multiple regulatory cycles and curriculum
shifts since its founding in 2001.

3. REGULATORY STATUS: AICTE

AICTE (All India Council for Technical Education) approval is the non-negotiable requirement
for the legal validity of an engineering degree. This approval ensures that the institution meets
national standards for faculty, infrastructure, and curriculum.

Mount Zion College of Engineering and Technology has confirmed its AICTE approval status
for the Academic Year 2025-26.

The "So What?" Factor: Active AICTE approval provides the legal authority to conduct
engineering programs. This status is essential for the degree to be recognized by government
recruitment agencies and for the validation of credits if a student pursues higher education at
international universities.

4. NBA ACCREDITATION

National Board of Accreditation (NBA) status is a program-specific quality benchmark. It
signifies that the department meets high standards of outcome-based education, which is
increasingly prioritized by Tier-1 multinational corporations and global research institutions.

Program Name NBA Accreditation Status
Computer Science and Engineering (CS) Accredited until December 2028
Electronics and Communication Engineering (EC) Accredited until December 2028
Electrical and Electronics Engineering (EE) Accredited until December 2028
Information Technology (IT)
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Artificial Intelligence and Data Science (AD)

CivilEngineering (CE)

Mechanical Engineering (ME)

The "So What?" Factor: The accreditation validity extending to December 2028 provides a
"safety window" for the 2026 intake batch. Students in these three core departments will
graduate with a degree from a nationally accredited program, which facilitates smoother
credit transfers and enhances employability in regulated global markets.

5. INNOVATION AND INSTITUTIONAL RANKINGS

Ranking systems focused on innovation evaluate an institution’s ability to go beyond
classroom teaching and engage with the national startup and research ecosystem.

o ARIIA (Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements): Classified as a
"Performer" (2021).

e Institutions Innovation Council (lIC): Awarded a 5-Star Rating (2021).

The "So What?" Factor: A "Performer" categorization in innovation suggests the presence of
a functional ecosystem for hackathons, patent filing, and entrepreneurship. This provides
students with opportunities to engage in applied engineering, which is a critical differentiator
in a competitive job market.

6. UG PROGRAM ARCHITECTURE AND CAPACITY

The institutional academic portfolio reflects a strategic shift from traditional core engineering
toward digital-first and data-driven disciplines, aligning with current industry demand.

Branch Name Branch Code [Approved Intake
Computer Science and Engineering CS 120

Artificial Intelligence and Data Science AD 60 (New-age, started 2023)
Information Technology IT 60 (New-age, started 2023)
Electronics and Communication Engineering EC 60

Electrical and Electronics Engineering EE 60

Civil Engineering CE 30
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Mechanical Engineering

ME

30

Total UG Seats

420

The "So What?" Factor: The total intake for the 2026 cycle is 420 seats, an increase from the

390 seats available in 2025. This expansion, particularly in Al, Data Science, and IT

(introduced in 2023), indicates that the college is scaling its digital departments while

maintaining the 2001-era core branches that carry NBA accreditation.

7. FACULTY COMPOSITION AND LEADERSHIP

The depth of an engineering department is measured by its faculty credentials and the

technical expertise of its leadership.
o Total Engineering Faculty: 103

e Faculty with PhDs: 8

e Principal Profile: Dr. P. Balamurugan (PhD from NIT Calicut). His doctoral research
focused on "Optimal Hybrid Energy Systems for Rural Areas." He possesses 22

years of experience and has authored over 30 research publications.

The "So What?" Factor: Based on a reported student strength of 1,152, the institution
maintains a student-faculty ratio of approximately 1:11. This favorable ratio suggests high
faculty accessibility, which is essential for mentorship in technical projects and research

initiatives.

8. HOSTEL AND TRANSPORT LOGISTICS

For a campus located in a rural setting, the scale of infrastructure and the efficiency of

transport networks are critical for daily operations.

e Campus Scale: 30-acre campus with a total built-up area of 29,479 sq.m.

o Hostels: Permanent residential facilities for Boys (2 hostels) and Girls (1 hostel). Mess

facilities provide both Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian options.

e Transport Network: Buses serve major hubs including Trichy, Karaikudi, Sivagangai,

Melur, Pattukkottai, and Devakottai.

e Connectivity: The Namunasamuthiram railway station is located approximately 4 km

from the campus.
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The "So What?" Factor: The 30-acre physical footprint and the extensive bus network serving
multiple neighboring districts make the institution a viable option for both day scholars and
residential students across central Tamil Nadu.

9. SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL ACCESS

Scholarships act as a mechanism for social mobility, reducing the financial barrier to entry for
professional education.

e Government Schemes: Eligible students can access SC/ST, BC/MBC/DNC, Post-
Matric OBC, and Minority scholarships.

e Trust Scholarships: Mount Zion Christian Educational Trust provides internal Merit
Scholarships for academic and sporting excellence.

The "So What?" Factor: A high 68% benefit rate for scholarships indicates strong
institutional support for financial accessibility. However, this must be weighed against the
reported 5-year average on-campus placement rate of 47%. Students should view these
scholarships as a tool for financial relief while proactively leveraging the innovation
ecosystem to improve their employment outcomes.

10. RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE AND FUNDING

External research funding and departmental recognition from universities indicate the
technical depth of the academic environment.

e Research Departments: The Department of Computer Science and Engineering
and the Department of Electronics and Communication Engineering are recognized
Research Centers under Anna University.

o External Lab: Operates an e-Yantra Robotics Laboratory sponsored by [IT Bombay.

o Recent Funding/Events: Recipient of grants from TNSCST and AICTE; hosted an
AICTE-ATAL FDP on "Defensive Al" in July 2025.

The "So What?" Factor: The status of CSE and ECE as recognized Anna University Research
Centers allows the institution to host PhD scholars and conduct high-level research. For
undergraduates, the presence of the IIT Bombay-sponsored robotics lab provides a practical
platform for advanced technical exploration that exceeds standard curriculum requirements.

11. NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS AND DISTINCTIONS
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Accolades in non-academic areas provide insight into the campus culture and the
institution's emphasis on holistic development.

¢ Innovation Awards: National-level Smart India Hackathon prize winners and State-
level Vishwakarma Award.

e Institutional Awards: Recognition for Best NSS Unit and Best CSI Student Branch.

e Sports: Anna University Zonal Athletics Awards (Men and Women) won consecutively
for 5 years.

The "So What?" Factor: The consecutive 5-year athletics award streak points to a disciplined
campus environment. This emphasis on physical education and social service (NSS) suggests
that the institution prioritizes a well-rounded student experience alongside technical training.

Information sourced from the college's official website, TNEA portal, and government data
sources as available at time of preparation. Details may change — verify with official portals
and the college website before making admission decisions. Explore more engineering
colleges at profsam.com — your trusted guide for 12th to engineering admissions. Article

Researched & Curated by profsam.com | Engineering @& (IhhI& Season 1

© Engineering Ga@réjas by profsam.com
Designed to help Tamil Nadu students and parents navigate Engineering Admissions 2026
with clarity, confidence, and zero compromise.



