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Comprehensive Profile: School of Architecture and
Planning (SAP), Anna University (TNEA Code:3)

1. Institutional Identity & Admission Routes

The School of Architecture and Planning (SAP) occupies a unique niche as a constituent
school of Anna University, situated within the Guindy campus ecosystem. Unlike most
engineering colleges under the TNEA umbrella, SAP is a specialized professional school
where the admission landscape is defined by high academic competition and a total absence
of commercial entry points. Families must understand that SAP operates under a strict
regulatory framework that prioritizes institutional merit over financial influence.

Feature Details

Full Name School of Architecture and Planning, Anna University

Short Name SAP

TNEA Code 3

University Department / Constituent School — Anna University (State

Institution Type \ . .
Public University)

Admission B.Arch: NATA / TANATA / JEE Architecture score (100% University
Routes Quota)<br>B.Plan: TNEA Merit Route (100% University Quota)
Management

None (0%)
Seats

Consultant’s Strategic Note: It is a common misconception that all programs at SAP follow
the general TNEA engineering counseling. In reality, B.Arch admission is a separate process
requiring specific aptitude scores (NATA/JEE). Only the B.Plan program follows the standard
TNEA merit route. With a 100% University quota, the "Management Seat" route does not exist
at this institution, making early preparation for entrance exams the only viable strategy for
admission.

2. Founding Story & Institutional Heritage

SAP’s institutional weight is derived from its seven-decade history, evolving from a
department within the University of Madras into a cornerstone of Anna University. Its
regulatory foundation is solidified by its status as a government-controlled entity.

e 1957: Established as the Department of Architecture under the University of Madras at
the Alagappa College of Technology.
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e 1968: Shifted to the independent campus at Guindy to facilitate a dedicated studio
environment.

o 1978: Integrated as a constituent school of Anna University via the Government of
Tamil Nadu — Anna University (established by Tamil Nadu Act 30 of 1978).

e 2005: Reorganized into two distinct departments: Architecture and Planning.

Evaluation of Scale: With a total student body of 482 (316 in B.Arch, 63 in B.Plan, and 103 in
PG), the institution maintains a highly intimate scale. This limited strength, when paired with
32 faculty members, results in a student-to-teacher ratio of approximately 15:1. For a
professional degree, this small scale is a functional necessity, ensuring the "studio culture"—
where personalized critiquing and drafting occur—remains the core of the educational
experience.

3. Regulatory Status & NAAC Accreditation

Accreditation serves as the baseline for a student’s future global mobility. A degree from a
highly accredited state university is often a prerequisite for advanced postgraduate studies in
the US or Europe and for professional licensure.

Anna University holds the NAAC Grade A++, the highest possible tier in India, with a CGPA of
3.54 (Cycle 4) valid through September 2026. As a professional architecture school, its
programs are governed exclusively by the Council of Architecture (COA). This regulatory
distinction is vital: professional registration as an architect in India is only possible if the
degree-granting institution is COA-approved.

4. National and International Rankings

Rankings provide a data-driven proxy for peer perception and the quality of the graduating
cohort. SAP's standing reflects its parent university’s administrative strength alongside its
own discipline-specific reputation.

o NIRF 2025 Architecture & Planning: Ranked in the 26-40 band nationally.
e NIRF 2025 Overall Rank: Anna University is ranked 20th in India.

e NIRF 2025 University Rank: Anna University is ranked 20th in India.

e QS World University Rankings: Anna University is ranked 427th globally.

While the "Overall" rank confirms the university's research prowess, the Architecture-specific
band highlights SAP’s consistent position as one of the top professional schools in the
country.

5. Undergraduate Academic Offerings (TNEA 2026)
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Choosing between Architecture and Planning requires an understanding of different
professional outcomes. Architecture focuses on individual built forms, while Planning
addresses the systemic development of cities.

Branch Name Branch Code |Intake |Year Started [NBA Status
Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch) AR 40 1957
Bachelor of Architecture — Self-Supporting |BA 40 2010
Bachelor of Planning (B.Plan) BP 40 2022

Strategic Program Note: The B.Plan is a "New-Age Program" introduced in 2022 to meet the
urban policy needs of the state. Itis critical to observe that SAP does not offer Tamil Medium
programs.

Outcome Reality: Parents should note that SAP focuses on producing independent
professionals and scholars. NIRF data shows a significant percentage of students opt for
higher studies or self-practice. For example, in the 2021-22 batch, only 3 out of 89 B.Arch
students were "placed" via traditional campus routes. This is characteristic of high-tier
architecture schools where self-employment and prestigious post-graduate placements are
the standard metrics of success, rather than mass campus recruitment.

6. Faculty Composition & Expertise

In professional degrees, the ratio of PhD-qualified faculty is the primary indicator of an
institution's ability to lead in research and advanced design theory.

SAP employs 32 faculty members, split between 15 regular and 17 adhoc staff. Notably, 15
faculty members hold PhDs, providing a strong academic backbone. The stability of the
schoolis anchored by senior faculty who have served for decades:

o Dr. KR Sitalakshmi: Professor & Dean (Ph.D., joined 1994)
e Dr. P Meenakumari: Professor (Ph.D., joined 1996)
e Dr. KPratheep Moses: Professor (Ph.D., joined 2003)

7. Research, Innovation & Industry Linkages

Consultancy and research funding keep a professional school relevant. However, unlike
engineering departments with steady corporate funding, SAP’s research output shows
significant variability, reflecting the project-based nature of the discipline.

Academic Year Funded Research Projects Consultancy Projects

2023-24 3 3
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2022-23 0 1

2021-22 2 8

SAP students also have access to the Anna University Student Innovative Projects scheme
and international exposure through MOUs with partners in Europe and the United States.

8. Campus Infrastructure & Residential Facilities

The rigorous, often overnight requirements of architecture studios make campus facilities a
functional necessity rather than a luxury.

Residential Facilities
o« Boys' Hostel: Permanent facility available; Veg and Non-Veg mess options.
o Girls' Hostel: Permanent facility available; Veg and Non-Veg mess options.
Campus Amenities

o Library: A specialized resource center with over 15,000 publications, serving as a
regional hub for architecture students across the state.

e Accessibility: The campus is physically inclusive, with over 80% of buildings featuring
lifts, ramps, and dedicated toilets for Physically Challenged (PCS) students.

o Transport: Families must note that Transport Facilities are Not Available. Students
must rely on the institution's prime location on Sardar Patel Road, which offers
excellent connectivity to the Guindy MRTS and public bus networks.

9. Financial Support & Government Scholarships

SAP remains a financially accessible institution due to its status as a constituent school of a
state university. Government-mandated scholarship schemes are heavily utilized to ensure
diverse socio-economic representation.

Eligible students can access:

e SC/ST Tuition Fee Reimbursement (51 UG students recently received full
reimbursement).

e BC/MBC/DNC Scholarships (TN Govt).
e First Graduate Scholarship (TN Govt).
o PMSSS (for J&K students) and various Central Sector scholarships.

10. Institutional Distinctions & Notable Alumni
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The library at SAP is recognized as a resource center for architecture colleges across Tamil
Nadu, a testament to its academic weight. However, the ultimate validation of SAP is found in
the professional achievements of its alumni who have shaped the national landscape.

Notable Alumni
Name Graduation|Key Achievement
D. Udaya Kumar UG (2000) |Designer of the Indian Rupee symbol ()

First woman in India to establish an independent

Sheila Sri Prakash UG (1973) P .
architectural practice

Prof. Krishna Rao ] ) . .
UG (1966) |Former Chairman of the Indian Institute of Architecture

Jaisim
Dr. Ranee PG (1986) First Woman Registrar (i/c) of Anna University and former
Vedamuthu Dean of SAP

Information sourced from the college's official website, TNEA portal, and government data
sources as available at time of preparation. Details may change — verify with official portals
and the college website before making admission decisions. Explore more engineering
colleges at profsam.com — your trusted guide for 12th to engineering admissions. Article
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