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Institutional Profile: Central Institute of Petrochemicals 
Engineering and Technology (CIPET), Chennai 

 

1. Institutional Identity and Administrative Framework 

The Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering and Technology (CIPET) Chennai 
occupies a distinct position within the Tamil Nadu engineering ecosystem. It is classified 
under the "CECRI / CIPET" category in the TNEA seat matrix, representing a rare group of 
Central Government institutions that participate in state counseling. For TNEA 2026 
aspirants, this signifies an institution with national-level infrastructure where 100% of seats 
are filled via the Government Quota, meaning no management quota or discretionary seats 
exist. Crucially, the Chennai campus serves as the national Headquarters and the founding 
center of the entire CIPET network, providing it with a higher institutional profile compared to 
regional centers. 

Field Details 

Full Name 
Central Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering and Technology (formerly 
Central Institute of Plastics Engineering and Technology) 

Short Name CIPET Chennai 

TNEA Code 1321 

Institution 
Type 

Central Government Institution (CECRI / CIPET Category) 

Admission 
Route 

100% Government Quota (via TNEA) 

Gender Profile Co-educational 

Affiliated 
University 

Anna University, Chennai 

The institution is administered by the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals under 
the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, Government of India. This administrative framework 
ensures that its operational mandates are closely aligned with national industrial policy and 
technical standards. 

2. Institutional Heritage and Mandate 

For families assessing long-term stability, understanding the founding of a national-level 
institute is critical. CIPET was not established as a private venture but as a sovereign project 
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to build technical capacity in a strategically vital sector. This origins-based focus ensures that 
the institute remains dedicated to its niche specialization rather than diversifying into 
unrelated commercial academic streams. 

Established in 1968 with the assistance of the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), CIPET Chennai was the first institute of its kind in India. During its formative project 
phase (1968–1973), the International Labour Organization (ILO) served as the executing 
agency. Originally focused on plastics, the institution was renamed to include 
"Petrochemicals" to reflect an expanded mandate across the entire value chain. The institute 
follows a tripartite mission known as STAR: Skill Development, Technology Support Services, 
and Academic and Research activities. Its status as the founding headquarters underscores 
its role as the primary center for technical excellence in the polymer industry. 

3. Regulatory Status: AICTE Approval 

AICTE approval is the mandatory regulatory baseline that ensures the validity of technical 
degrees for the 2025-26 academic year. For parents, this approval confirms that the 
institution meets the necessary requirements for infrastructure, curriculum, and safety 
standards set by the national regulator. 

CIPET Chennai maintains active AICTE approval for the current cycle, as evidenced by its 
provisional affiliation with Anna University and its listing in the TNEA 2025 records. The total 
approved undergraduate intake is 120 seats. This controlled intake reflects a focus on 
specialized technical training rather than mass-market enrollment. 

4. Programmatic Accreditation: NBA 

National Board of Accreditation (NBA) status is a vital quality benchmark for TNEA aspirants, 
as it signifies that specific departments meet rigorous professional standards. Accreditation 
is often a prerequisite for students seeking global mobility or preference in higher education 
admissions. 

As of current records, the following program at CIPET Chennai holds NBA accreditation: 

• B.Tech Plastics Technology: Accredited through June 2028 (Tier II). 

In accordance with regulatory norms, this accreditation validates the department’s 
commitment to outcome-based education and institutional quality. 

5. Institutional Rankings 

State-level rankings provide an objective metric to assess how an institution performs relative 
to its peers within the same university system. For institutions affiliated with Anna University, 
these ranks reflect a combination of academic results and administrative compliance. 
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In the 2024 Anna University rankings for affiliated B.Tech colleges, CIPET Chennai was ranked 
13th out of 314 institutions. This high standing within the state's technical education 
framework highlights its academic consistency and operational efficiency. 

6. Undergraduate Academic Portfolio 

The undergraduate programs at CIPET are highly specialized, focusing on polymer science 
and manufacturing rather than conventional, broad-interest disciplines. This specialization is 
reflected in the specific degree nomenclatures awarded by Anna University. 

Degree Branch Name Branch Code Approved Intake Year Started 

B.Tech Plastics Technology PA 60 2008 

B.E. Manufacturing Engineering MN 60 2010 

It is important to note that the institution does not offer "New-age" branches (such as AI, Data 
Science, or Cybersecurity) nor does it offer Tamil Medium instruction. The focus remains 
exclusively on its core competencies in petrochemicals and manufacturing engineering. 

7. Residential and Campus Infrastructure 

Given its specialized nature, CIPET attracts students from across the state, making on-
campus housing a significant logistical factor for families. The campus provides a 
concentrated environment designed for technical training. 

The institute provides separate hostels for Boys and Girls on-campus. TNEA 2025 data 
confirms that both Vegetarian and Non-Vegetarian mess facilities are available. The 20-acre 
campus includes a library with approximately 3,500 volumes of books, periodicals, and 
reports, complemented by digital library access to specialized technical databases. 

8. Logistics and Connectivity 

The institution is located within the Thiru Vi Ka Industrial Estate in Guindy, one of Chennai's 
most established industrial zones. This location offers students direct exposure to the 
manufacturing environment they are being trained for. 

Regarding logistics, the college does not provide a dedicated transport (bus) facility. However, 
the campus is highly accessible via public transport. The nearest railway station is the Guindy 
Railway Station, situated approximately 1 km from the campus, facilitating easy commutes 
for day scholars and visitors. 

9. Financial Access and Scholarships 

Government and institutional scholarships are available to reduce the financial burden of 
professional education. Students at CIPET can access several layers of financial support. 
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• Government of Tamil Nadu Scholarships: Includes SC/ST Tuition Fee Scholarships, 
BC/MBC/DNC Scholarships, and the First Graduate Scholarship for eligible 
candidates. 

• Central Sector Scholarships: Includes Post-Matric Scholarships for OBC, the Central 
Sector Scheme for Top Class Education for SC students, and Minority Scholarships. 

• Institutional Merit Scholarships: CIPET offers merit-based scholarships for students 
securing All-India 1st, 2nd, or 3rd ranks in qualifying CIPET programs. 

Note for TNEA Aspirants: While the college website confirms these merit scholarships for 
CIPET Diploma-level programs, their specific applicability to B.E./B.Tech degree students has 
not been separately confirmed. Families should verify this directly with the CIPET Chennai 
admissions office. 

10. Research, Innovation, and Industry MoUs 

In the petrochemical sector, industry linkage is a primary indicator of institutional relevance. 
CIPET Chennai functions as a technical service provider for the industry, which enriches the 
academic environment. 

The institute’s Plastics Testing Centre (PTC) is NABL-accredited under ISO/IEC 17025:2005. 
This accreditation covers a broad scope of capabilities, including mechanical, thermal, 
chemical, electrical, and biological testing. These facilities support the institute’s active 
industry linkages and MoUs with major corporate entities, such as: 

• Reliance Industries Ltd. 

• Bright Auto Plast 

• Shansco Multipack (P) Ltd. 

• Napco Group of Companies 

11. Institutional Achievements and Recognition 

External recognition from government bodies validates the institution's role in technical 
education and skill development. 

• Tamil Nadu Skill Development Corporation (2024): Certificate of Recognition for 
outstanding performance in short-term training and job placements. 

• Best Skill Development Training Provider: Awarded by the Government of Tamil 
Nadu. 

• Best Trainer in Vocational Education: Recognition from the News18 Network. 

12. Closing and Mandatory Disclaimer 
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Information sourced from the college's official website, TNEA portal, and government data 
sources as available at time of preparation. Details may change — verify with official portals 
and the college website before making admission decisions. Explore more engineering 
colleges at profsam.com — your trusted guide for 12th to engineering admissions. Article 
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